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SERMON BY METROPOLITAN ANTHONY on Holy Communion 

Week after week we receive Communion to the Holy Body and the Precious, 
Life-giving Blood of Christ, week after week we come to Him and say, “Lord! 
Unite us with Thee as intimately, as perfectly as a twig grafted on a life-giving 
tree can be united to it.  Grant us so to be at one with Thee, O Lord, that Thy 
life may flow in us, Thy divinity pervade us, Thy holiness fill us, Thy purity be 
ours …”  

And when we think of ourselves, we see how little of this does happen.  We 
receive joy, we receive the sense that for a moment we have come so close to 
our God and our Saviour, and then, what happens?  St Paul teaches us that the 
gifts of God are never taken away; what He has given us remains ours for ever.  
Yes – but it is buried at times so deeply in us that we ourselves have no access to 
what is ours, ours by the gift of God, and ours by our faith and longing.  In order 
to be at one with Christ, it is not enough to receive Communion; it is essential for 
us to remain in Communion with Him.  

How can we do this?  You remember how on the way to Jerusalem two of Christ’s 
disciples came to Him saying, “When You come into Your Kingdom – may we sit 
on Your right and on Your left hand?” …  Christ had just been speaking of His 
approaching Passion, of His coming death, and He ended this prophesy by telling 
of His Resurrection and victory.  And all they saw, all they heard was the word 
‘victory’ and they did not notice at what cost this victory had been won.  

Are not we so much, so terribly, so sadly like them?  We come to Christ and ask 
for joy, for strength, for inspiration, for help; we ask for the Kingdom of God to 
come and be within us, we ask for the peace of God to uphold us, now, without 
our doing anything about it.  And as Christ asked His disciples then, He asks us 
now: Are you prepared to drink my cup?  Are you prepared to be merged in the 
ordeal that will be Mine? …  

The Apostles, not knowing really what they were saying, said they were.  We do 
not even say that.  Do we realise, do we really desire that when we receive 
Communion, we should be united to Christ, that His destiny on earth – not in 
Heaven – should become ours?  That we should be, as He was, sent like sheep 
among the wolves, that we should come into the world as witnesses, as heralds 
of a Kingdom of Love; and of a love that is prepared to suffer Crucifixion, to suffer 
death and burial in order to communicate itself to others?  Are we prepared to 
love in such a way that our carrying the deadness of Christ in our souls and 
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bodies, our dying in regard to all evil and sin should be our gift to our neighbour?  
How often do we receive Communion in a greedy and selfish way in order to 
possess the Kingdom, to possess the peace, the joy and inspiration in order that 
Communion should break the barriers that exist between God and us, our lack of 
that integrity to which we are called.  How often do we come and say, Lord!  
Grant me to commune with Thy crucified Body, with Thy Body broken for the 
salvation of the world, with Thy Blood shed for the salvation of the world within 
the limits which my frailty imposes?  

We come too easily to Communion, it would seem that we come too often if one 
had to judge by the fruits which we bear.  Let us think of it, think deeply, and 
when we come to the Cup, and when we receive the Holy Bread and the Precious 
Blood, let us remember that our vocation is to be on earth now what Christ was 
on earth, and our destiny is that of Christ.  

If we turn away from it, we have betrayed our vocation, betrayed our Lord, 
received in vain the Gift which is offered.  But to achieve our vocation we must 
undertake a hard, a ruthless struggle with everything within us which is unworthy 
of God, unworthy of the integrity to which we are called, unworthy of the calling 
which is ours, our vocation to be throughout history, in the course of all our life 
the incarnate presence of Christ in Whom we are, and Who is in us.  

Let us think; let us judge ourselves that we may not be judged, let us judge 
ourselves honestly, and if from our last Communion to the one we long for we 
have done nothing to be Christ’s own people in purity of heart, in cleanliness of 
mind, in a life worth our calling, then let us repent, but let us not come again and 
again to ask for more grace while we squander the grace which is given.  May 
God give us wisdom and determination; He will give us strength, but we must 
accept it and work with it.  Amen.  

 

 

ARE WE SEEKING CHRIST? – A SERMON BY ST JOHN OF KRONSTADT  
on the Feast of the Holy Apostle Andrew. 

The Holy Apostle of Christ, Andrew the First-called, was originally a disciple of 
St John the Baptist who prepared the people to receive the Messiah.  When the 
Saviour came out of the wilderness, the Forerunner told the people: “Behold 
the Lamb of God” (John I:36).  Immediately Andrew followed after Him.  
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Turning round and seeing him to together with John’s other disciples, the Lord 
asked them: “What do you seek?”  They answered: “Master, where dost Thou 
dwell?”  He said to them: “Come and see.”  The disciples saw where He lived 
and spent the day with Him.  Soon after this the Lord called Andrew and his 
brother Peter to follow after Him and told them that they were to become 
fishers of men unto the salvation of many.  From that time forth, they remained 
with Christ; they were faithful to Him to the end and gave their very lives out 
of love for Him.  

Dear brothers and sisters on this day I should ask you the same question:  What 
are you seeking?  Why did you come to church today?  What are we all seeking 
in our lives?  Are we seeking Christ, as He was sought by the humble fishermen, 
among whom was the Apostle Andrew?  

What is it that people seek in life: health, riches, success, acquaintances, 
friends, prestige, various worldly pleasures, vain knowledge …  Only a few seek 
Christ the Saviour.  Some may even think it strange to seek Christ.  They say, 
we call ourselves Christians after Christ, we see His holy image both in our 
homes and at church; we pronounce His sweetest name and hear it in God’s 
temple.  It appears we have no need to seek for Christ.  People seek that which 
they don’t have, that which they need.  But we seem to have Christ.  

It is true, we have icons of Christ, but we do not have Christ Himself; we have 
His name, but only on our lips, not in our hearts; we know Him, but only in 
work, not in deed.  Here, beloved, is a big difference; it is the same difference 
as between a shadow and the object which casts the shadow.  It is, however, 
precisely with the heart that Christ is truly known, that is, in our inner man – in 
our soul; because Christ, as God, is spirit, “Who is everywhere and fillest all 
things”.  

The kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17:21), says the Lord.  The holy Apostle 
Paul earnestly desired that through faith Christ would dwell in the hearts of 
Christians.  He wrote: May God grant you according to the riches of His glory, 
to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith (Eph. 3:16-17).  

We have to admit that most of us do not have Christ in our hearts.  Instead, our 
hearts are occupied with that which is opposed to Christ, our God and Saviour, 
that which is opposed to our own good, which hinders the salvation of our 
souls.  And because of this we do not lead a genuine Christian life.  
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What is it that occupies our hearts?  God alone, Who searchest out the hearts 
and reins (Ps. 7:9) sees what is in our hearts, its attachments.  If the Lord 
granted us to see the full depths of our hearts, we would turn our eyes away in 
horror from such an overwhelming accumulation of filth.  Let each of us look 
into his heart and say before the witness of our conscience what it is that 
occupies our hearts most of all.  Passions, sins voluntary and involuntary – are 
these not our hearts constant inhabitants?  

But where does Christ dwell? -- in pure hearts, hearts that are humble and 
contrite, there where He is not grieved by doubts or unbelief, by indifference 
towards Him Who is God and Saviour; there where men do not prefer the 
temporal sweetness of sin; where the idols of the passions have been chased 
out; where crude materiality is not preferred to the Kingdom of God, where 
Christians often turn their thoughts to the heavenly, as those created for 
heaven, for eternity; there where they seek God’s truth, where every day and 
every hour they are attentive to His commandments.  Here is where Christ 
dwells.  And what does He do there?  If only we knew (some, of course, do 
know) what He does in souls worthy of His abiding presence – what rest, 
comfort and joy He imparts, what paradisal bliss He gives them to experience 
while still on this earth …  

Having once embraced Christ, the holy Apostle Andrew became entirely 
committed to Him, and no matter what difficulties, sorrows, misfortunes and 
persecutions – unavoidable in preaching the Gospel – came his way, he 
remained faithful to Christ, enduring everything out of love for Him, even 
crucifixion.  

It is of utmost importance that we seek after Christ – and find Him.  Without 
Christ, who will save us from our sins which ensnare us every day and hour, and 
from eternal torments?  Only the Son of God has power on earth to forgive sins; 
He alone has the keys to hell and death, the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven 
and life.  

To find Christ is not difficult.  He is everywhere, filling the world with Himself. 
God says to us through His prophet Jeremiah: “I am a God nigh at hand … and 
not a God afar off” (Jer. 23:23). … As soon as He sees our hearts incline to 
receive His grace, He immediately enters, bringing with Him peace and comfort. 
I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me (Rev. 3;20), says the 
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Lord.  Oh, how often He converses with His faithful servants, as with true 
friends.  Christ Himself is seeking you: if you but incline your heart towards Him, 
you will surely find Him.  

But how are we to know if we have found Christ and are close to Him? Those 
close to Christ often turn to Him in prayer with faith and love; they often 
pronounce from their heart His sweetest name, often call upon Him for help; 
they often read or listen to His word with childlike simplicity and love; they seek 
frequent union with Him in His life-giving Mysteries; they are satisfied with 
whatever they have and accepting of what happens to them; they strive 
according to their strength to fulfil Christ’s commandments.  It happens that 
they experience trials which are allowed by the loving Master – in order that 
their hearts be cleansed of every sinful impurity.  Those who desire to be with 
Christ must not run away from trials, but even in times of joy, they must not 
forsake the carrying of their cross.  

My dear brothers and sisters!  Seek Jesus Christ with faith and love.  Do not 
forget that He gave His life on the Cross for our sakes, to deliver us from sin and 
eternal torment, and to dwell in our hearts, that we might have great joy.  Do 
not forget, we have all been bought with the price of His blood, and we should 
belong to Him as to our Redeemer.  

Our days are numbered.  Every stroke of the clock reminds us to seek Him who 
created time and Himself stands above the measure of time.  He alone is able 
to pluck us out of the ravaging torrent of time …  Every stroke of the clock tells 
us: Be watchful!  You now have one hour less until you must cross the threshold 
into life after death which knows neither days nor hours.  Do not be seduced 
by the momentary sweetness of sin which vanishes like a dream, leaving the 
soul empty, ailing, anguishing; it steals away precious time and ruins it forever. 
Do not waste time in useless occupation or idleness.  Every one of you has a 
God-given talent to put to use.  Busy yourselves in acquiring incorruptible 
wealth in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Take the example of the thousands who 
have gone before you, having attained eternal rest and joy through their 
ceaseless labours in this temporal life, through sweat and tears.  Make haste to 
uproot from yourselves sin in all its various manifestations, through the help of 
Christ the Saviour.  Remember, man sows what he reaps (Gal. 6:7), according 
to the immutable law of God’s righteousness.  

While there is still time, therefore, let us hasten to find Christ and in faith create 
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for Him an abode in our hearts that we not fall prey to the fire of gehenna, as 
it is written: If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned 
(John 15:6).  Amen  

(Translated from Dushepolezny Sobesednik, Mt. Athos, November 1899) 

 

 

THE MEANING OF TREASURE – A retreat at Christmas by Father John Lee  
  I – Finding our Treasure  

Since we are coming to the holy time of Christmas, I would like to focus on the 
word ‘Treasure’.  

The Three Kings opened their bags and gave the newly born King gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  Portrayals of this event often show small casks of gold 
out of which the presents tumble and glitter: our idea of treasure.  

Yet, does not Scripture tell us that where your treasure is there is your heart 
also?  It seems to me we might spend some time thinking about what our 
treasures are and therefore where our hearts are.  

Jesus said in the parable, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto treasure buried in 
a field’ (Mt. 13:44).  In those far off days of no banks, no building societies, no 
credit cards, pin numbers or holes-in-the-wall, the gold and money that people 
possessed was often hidden or buried.  So the allusion Christ made was well 
understood by his hearers.  Romantic tales have continued the idea of buried 
treasure: The Count of Monte Cristo, Treasure Island and even the diary of 
Samuel Pepys and many others refer to buried gold.  So it would seem we are 
used to treasure being hidden, hard to find.  

Whenever we hear any reference to treasure in Scripture it is easy to interpret. 
It teaches us that the riches of grace are hidden.  This follows the necessity from 
the fact that they are spiritual, so that the physical expression of them must 
needs be sacramental, the outward signs of our hidden internal spiritual 
treasures.  Treasure in a religious sense therefore, always has two aspects, like 
the gifts of the Wise Men: an outward appearance and an inner significance.  

And it was so during the earthly life of Christ.  His Godhead was clothed in human 
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form; it expressed itself through the limitations of human nature.  To the 
unbelieving, who saw Him only with the eye of the senses, He was a carpenter 
from a not very nice area of the country and nothing more.  To Peter, He became 
‘the Christ, the Son of the Living God’ (Mt. 16:16).  To the ignorant bystanders at 
Calvary He was a rabble-rouser getting His just deserts; but in the eyes of St John 
the Beloved it was the blood of the Master, the Messiah, being poured out for 
the sins of the world.  

For many onlookers a simple act was taking place; to others an act destined from 
the beginning of time.  Again the treasure was hidden.  So it is with the Bible 
itself.  You can buy it to be ‘read as literature’.  And we are told it has everything: 
romance, murder, violence, sex, perversion, poetry, mystery and a plot.  All of 
which has to be admitted to be true.  But to the believer, it is a storehouse of 
eternal and revealed truth, a field which contains hidden treasure of the mind of 
God.  

And so we come to the Church.  Outwardly the Church is a visible organisation 
with a place in the history books.  It has all the marks of a human arrangement: 
rules, officers, buildings, adherents, administration.  But like its Lord and like its 
Holy Book, the Church has a hidden and divine life beneath its outer appearance, 
so that with faith we recognise it for what it really is – the Body of Christ, ‘the 
fullness of Him that filleth all in all’ (Eph. 1:23).  

We could carry on with each of the sacraments – the water, the oil, the wine, the 
bread, the spoken word, the stole on the head, the symbolic act – all of which 
we recognise as valuable only because they conceal a hidden treasure.  We 
recognise these treasures with faith; without faith they are empty rituals.  

So we are all agreed on a meaning for the word ‘treasure’.  We are all agreed 
that it is usually hidden and that we need either a map to find it if it is the stuff 
of romantic tales, or if it is not, then we need the key of faith to open the treasure 
to us.  

We should not, however, imagine that our only treasures are of a religious 
nature.  Every one of us has a rich and complex inner life of thoughts, memories, 
feelings and desires.  The composition is unique to each of us.  It is a result of our 
heredity, or our historical place in life, where we were born, what language we 
speak, what has happened to us along life’s way, what we have done and what 
has been done to us.  There is no experience of our life that does not register 
somehow in our bodies or in our minds.  Much of our past experience is buried 
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so deep in our memory that it is no longer accessible to our conscious mind.  But 
it still affects our perception of the world around us.  A large number of 
psychiatric beds and consulting rooms are the results of our knowledge that 
something inaccessible to our current consciousness needs to be addressed in 
order to function better in the present.  

There is a current return to alternative medicine, a praise of the holistic 
approach.  No one now argues with the fact that a bodily illness may be a result 
of some flaw in the mind’s reaction.  Few would now consider as outrageous a 
statement like ‘unresolved resentment and bitterness over a long period 
resulted in cancer of the bowel’.  Western medicine is becoming conscious that 
it must treat more than the mechanical machine it sees before it.  

Again we speak of hidden things: of treasures not necessarily religious.  

A treasure is something we do not wish to lose.  That is why it is often hidden. 
We want to keep it.  There is a song that has the line, ‘Freedom’s just another 
word for nothing left to lose’.  All this is connected – ‘where your treasure is there 
is your heart also’ – freedom in the thoughts of the songwriter must mean not 
to possess anything you would hate to lose.  

If we think for a moment what our secular treasures are, most of us would begin 
with a person or persons; then it would move to our possessions, our homes, our 
keepsakes, our money and protection against need; and so on.  Would freedom 
then mean we had lost all of those?  If we think about it the answer is strictly 
speaking, yes.  Take for example the bag lady out on the road.  She has long since 
lost all contact with any family, she has no home, all she has is in a little pushcart. 
I got to know one such lady, and I was curious as to how important for her was 
the little trolley she always pushed around.  Then it was stolen and I noticed 
carefully that she quickly found something else and seemed to care little about 
the lost one.  So I suppose we could say that she had nothing to lose and was 
indeed more free than you and me.  But if we substitute the word ‘treasure’ a 
different facet appears.  Her freedom to move about whenever and wherever 
she liked was all she cared about – that was her treasure.  To be brought into 
hospital was a loss of her treasure.  

Imagine for a moment that you were about to be forced to surrender your 
treasures.  Many of us have, or course, experienced something of this in the loss 
of a loved one.  What are your treasures?  Your non-religious treasures?  Which 
of them could you surrender?  
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Our reaction at this moment will be slightly defensive.  Most of us will have listed 
our treasures as people we love and the things that keep us from becoming like 
the bag lady.  We will have a slightly truculent card ready in case the retreat 
master suggest that we must be prepared to give them up.  

One of the marvellous things about Orthodoxy is that it rejoices in our 
incarnation and all that that implies.  Metropolitan Anthony remarked to me 
years ago that ‘a new frock can be as spiritual a thing as singing an akathist’.  This 
is music to the ears of those brought up on a diet of detachment, offering it up, 
if it is uncomfortable it is good for you, the more foul the medicine the more 
effective it is and so on.  So, no, I am not about to say that you must hand over 
your treasures.  

What I am saying is that just as we are able to recognise our non-religious 
treasures so we must also discover where our spiritual treasures are, or indeed, 
if we actually have any, or are we just going through the motions?  Do we receive 
the water, bread, wine, oil, the stole on our head, in their outward forms only?  

We receive all these things physically.  They leave their marks on our bodies.  But 
do they leave marks on our souls?    

And what is the soul? What it is not is an invisible entity which has little to do 
with us but which, upon our death, will waft off somewhere to answer for our 
lives, the good and the bad we have done and be suitably rewarded or punished. 
This is an emasculated view of the soul which has been growing since the time 
of St Augustine and reached its zenith in the last three centuries.  If we think of 
the soul in this way, then we cannot know what is for its good because it is 
invisible and intangible.  How can we know what is good for it?  We are forced to 
rely on what others tell us is good or bad for it.  We surrender our freedom to 
those who claim to know the answers.  Our religious experience becomes 
irrelevant, a second class affair which alas, often lets us down, precisely because 
it is not our experience at all but someone else’s.  

In the Orthodox understanding, the soul is not separate from our being.  The soul 
is the deepest, most sensitive part of myself.  It is the point of unity of all that I 
am.  All my longings, hope and fears and anxieties are true expressions of my 
soul.  When we die our body knows where our soul is and our souls know exactly 
where our body is.  They are a unit, temporarily separated by death as a result 
of the Fall, but, as we firmly believe, to be reunited in the Great Resurrection.  
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It is in the soul that we find our spiritual treasure.  The most important thing we 
can do is to discover how real it is, and then ask: is it pointed in the right 
direction?                                                    (to be continued) 

PARISH NEWS 

On Sunday 20th October 2019 we had our parish AGM.  At this meeting those 
on the electoral role voted whether to remain with the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
or move under the Moscow Patriarchate.  82% voted to remain with the E.P.  
Father Stéphane has agreed to stay with our parish, but sadly Father Theophan, 
Father Alban and Deacon Eugene have decided to follow Archbishop John to 
the Moscow Patriarchate.  This means Father Stéphane has a great burden on 
his shoulders and will need as much help as possible from all parishioners.  In 
general, everyone should offer some help (small or large) depending on time 
and individual talents.  As regards weekend services Father Stéphane comes to 
Holborn the first weekend of each month and goes to Redbourn on the third 
weekend.  Father Alexander has told Father Stéphane that the Clapham clergy 
will help.  We are very grateful for this offer.  In addition, we will possibly not 
have services on the fifth weekend with the exception of the Patronal Feast 
weekend.  We will continue the search for a new church and who knows we 
may one day have a new church of our own and even new clergy!  We will 
remain in the EP under Archbishop Nikitas of Thyateira.  The parish will remain 
within the Deanery with our own structure and manner of celebrating services.  
On 15th November Archbishop Nikitas will be present at our Clergy/Laity 
Deanery Assembly meeting to meet and discuss our future with our clergy and 
parish representatives.  

Our treasurer Tania Bondarenko presented the accounts for 2018, which have 
been agreed upon by the trustees and will now be checked by an independent 
examiner and then sent to the Charity Commission.  

Please note since the AGM there has been a change in the date of the Bazaar. 
The Bazaar will now take place on Saturday 14th December at St Mary Abbots 
Church Hall in Vicarage Gate.  It will be a busy weekend as it is also a weekend 
with services at St Andrew’s Holborn.  

The new timetable for services in 2020 is not yet ready.  However, a decision 
has been made regarding the services of the Nativity of Christ.  As we did last 
year, we will celebrate Christmas the weekend before 7th January so that as 
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many parishioners as possible may attend.  This means the services will take 
place on the 4th and 5th January 2020 with the Vigil on Saturday at 5pm. and the 
Liturgy on Sunday at 10.30am. 

 
BRIEF REPORT ON THE CONFERENCE ON THE LEGACY OF METROPOLITAN 

ANTHONY OF SOUROZH “CHAOS AND BEAUTY” 
ST. SAVA’S CHURCH HALL.  26th OCTOBER 2019 

Following the essential coffee and registration the talks began at 10.30 with 
Father Dragos Herescu followed by Dr Elizabeth Theokritoff, both from the 
Institute of Orthodox Christian Studies, Cambridge. 

We generally think of chaos as something to be avoided but Father 
Dragos opened by reminding us of Father Alexander Schmemann’s observation 
that God is “all in all”, that there is no separation between the sacred and the 
profane in the way we imagine and that Christ himself brought both chaos and 
beauty into our lives.  His account of the Fall of mankind emphasised man’s 
choice of personal space against the “messy space with God”.  “Man1 is a chaotic 
being full of possibilities”.  His is a threshold condition. 

In a very wide-ranging talk The Christian life: between the chaos of sin 
and the beauty of redemption, Father Dragos drew on his knowledge of Hebrew 
and the meanings of the various verbs used for “to make to create (also to fatten) 
and to form.  Adam was made in the image of God but this image was merely a 
shadow or an outline.  When God breathed His own breath into him, this image 
was filled out, fattened.  Sin makes us empty of God and is a sickness that hurts 
us. Father Dragos asked how chaos, the matrix of possibilities became something 
negative that worked against us and linked his account of the Fall as a choice in 
favour of personal space that one could control to our reluctance to see chaos 
as possibility rather than destruction.  There was also man-made chaos which 
was destructive, but even here, the potential of chaos meant that good could 
come out of the worst of messes.  This aspect was addressed in Dr Theokritoff’s 
excellent talk that was both scholarly and accessible.  In a talk entitled Chaos and 
Creation Dr Theokritoff dwelt at some length on chaos and its diverse 

 
1 The use of “Man” throughout the talk was, I believe, not intended to 
exclude woman in this talk (although this was not made clear) but to 
stand for the human person in general.  
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manifestations and meanings.  This was important from my personal point of 
view since I had begun to feel that the importance of chaos and the potentiality 
it offers was getting lost in favour of creation and beauty – both subjects that we 
generally feel more comfortable with.  I could not help feeling that if chaos is 
potential and God is all in all, then surely the chaos in ourselves must also be rich 
in potential and our tendency to want to keep everything clean, orderly and tidy 
might in fact be working against, and not with, God’s intentions for us.  This topic 
would benefit from further exploration.  I very much hope that both these talks 
will be made available through publication of some kind so that everyone has a 
chance to consider what these two creative and insightful speakers had to say. 

The speakers for the afternoon were two Anglican priests from 
Staffordshire: Revd. John Binns, and Revd. Deborah Walton. 

Revd. John’s rich talk Discovering beauty in our world – meaning and 
sacrament finally settled on the Russian painter Nikolai Ge (1831-1894) who was 
famous for his painting of historical and religious subjects.  His paintings on New 
Testament subjects were praised by some but some of these paintings were 
banned by the authorities on grounds of blasphemy.  Revd John showed a series 
of Ge’s paintings and drew our attention to the interesting use of light, dark and 
time.  A painting of the resurrection, for example, does not show Christ or the 
empty tomb at all but focuses on Mary Magdalen in a blaze of light running away 
to tell everyone about what she has seen while the guards troop off together in 
deep shadow, not having seen anything.  These compelling paintings often draw 
attention to the scene or the people that surround the key event rather than the 
event itself and invite us to think again about the themes and people depicted. 
The last speaker, the curate Revd. Deborah spoke of Building beauty between 
persons: reconciliation in relationships.  She brought her understanding of Metr. 
Anthony’s thought to a talk that focussed more closely on our daily lives. 
Unfortunately, I had to leave before the round table discussion. 

Two films of Metr. Anthony were shown.  The conference was attended 
by a diverse group of people from different parishes and churches but it seemed 
that fewer people were present than at some of the previous conferences I have 
attended and therefore that, while all those present were enthusiastic about the 
intense and rich programme brought to us by the Metr. Anthony of Sourozh 
Foundation, many others missed the opportunity of engaging with some new 
and refreshing viewpoints and meeting old friends. 
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Karin Greenhead, 28 October 2019 

OUR LIFE 

Natalie Brooke died on 16th September and the funeral was held on 7th October 
in Clapham.  She was buried at the family home in Essex. 

Вечная память!             Eternal Remembrance! 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, 14th December 12-4pm, St Mary Abbots Church Hall,  

We all know what needs to be done for the Bazaar to happen, therefore just a 
little reminder: If there is anything you do not need that could be sold at out 
stalls, please donate.  This includes books, icons, cards, toys, bric-à-brac, 
antiques, toiletries – in fact almost anything (except for clothes, please). 

And (!) bottles of all kinds for the bottle stall. 

Things can be brought to St. Mary Abbot’s Church Hall in Vicarage Gate from 6 
to 8 pm on Friday 13th December. Or in the morning of the day of the Bazaar. 

Anyone who could help with cooking, please contact Jane Colligridge: 0208 739 
0101. 

Or just come without any offerings and spend some time with us, I am sure it will 
be a very joyful day, as always.   

And this year kids will meet Santa Claus at the bazaar so please let everyone with 
children know 

Thank you!   Tatiana (tbondarenko@gmail.com   07887 683 583) 

 

OUR DEANERY CONFERENCE 

    We are continuing with our plans for next year's renewal of what has been 
a very popular event: High Leigh has been booked from the dinner/supper 
of Friday, the 22nd May 2020 to lunch on Monday, the 25th May 2020, so 
do please put these dates in your diaries. 
 
    The theme/title of next year's event is: 'A cloud of witnesses: Saints and 
teachers of our day and their message for us'. 

mailto:tbondarenko@gmail.com
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If you are a UK taxpayer, please remember to use the yellow envelopes on 

the candle desk to get gift aid when donating money to the church as we get 

25% back from the government so £1 donated gives us £1.25.  

TIMETABLE OF SERVICES AT ST ANDREW’S, HOLBORN 

NOVEMBER 
Saturday 2nd 4.00pm General Panikhida - Demetrius Saturday 
  Please bring electric candles 
 5.00pm Vigil Tone 3 
Sunday 3rd 10.30am Liturgy 
  Gal 1:11-19; Lk 7:11-16 
Saturday 16th 5.00pm Vigil Tone 5 
Sunday 17th 10.30am Liturgy 
  Gal 6:11-18; Lk 16:19-31 

Saturday 30th 5.00pm Vigil Tone 7 
DECEMBER 
Sunday 1st 10.30am Liturgy 
  Eph 2:14-22; Lk 8:41-56  
Saturday 14th 5:00pm Vigil Tone 1 
Sunday 15th  10:30am Liturgy 
  Eph 5:8-19; Lk 12:16-21 
JANUARY 2020 
Saturday 4th 5.00pm Vigil 

  Sunday 5th              10.30am         Liturgy – The Nativity of Christ 
  Gal 4:4-7; Matt 2:1-12 

Sister Parish of St Peter and St Paul, 
Clapham Manor Street, London SW4 6BX  

http://www.orthodoxclapham.org 

Services are held on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 11:30am. 

Community of Saint Simeon and Saint Anna, 

celebrating at St Mary’s Church, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7NL 

Services are held on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 11:30am.  
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(Contact Father Stéphane: 01582 623 939 or: exarchate.org.uk/community-st-

simeon-and-st-anna-harpenden)   

Next Services:     

Sunday 17th November 11.30am Liturgy 

Sunday 15th December  11:30am Liturgy 

Tuesday 24th December 7:00 pm Nativity Liturgy 

Services in St Alban’s Cathedral, Lady Chapel: 

Services in the Lady Chapel at St Albans Cathedral are usually held on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 10:30am.  
Next Services: 
Tuesday 26th November 10.30am Liturgy 
Tuesday 24th December 10:30am  Liturgy (contact Father Alban: 07715 
171 960 or: exarchate.org.uk/community-worshipping-lady-chapel-st-albans-
abbey) 

The Parish of the Dormition of the Mother of God (Ecumenical Patriarchate) 

Parish Priest 

Father Stéphane Maikovsky      01582 623 939     s.maikovsky@ntlworld.com 

Our Parish is under the omophorion of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew.  We are within a  Deanery of Great Britain and Ireland (Deanery 
Website: www.exarchate.org.uk) under His Eminence, Nikitas Archbishop of 
Thyateira and Great Britain (the website of the Archdiocese is at: 
http://www.thyateira.org.uk). 

Church Warden: Jane Collingridge - 020 8739 0101 
Parish Website: www.dormition.org.uk       
Registered Charity Number: 1125574 

http://dormition.org.uk/
http://www.thyateira.org.uk/
http://dormition.org.uk/

